
No Small Pulitzers Podcast: A former governor, a reporter and a 30-year secret 
 
Narrator: From the University of Missouri school of journalism, this is No Small Pulitzers, a 
project that explores the Pulitzer-winning work that’s come out of small publications and tells the 
stories of the journalists who made it happen. I’m Kelsi Anderson, and this is a story of one 
reporter, a prominent figure, and a scandal that shook the state of Oregon. 
  
We’ll be looking in-depth at the story behind the story — the struggles one journalist and the 
paper backing him go through to expose a powerful figure, all with limited resources and 
competition on their tails. 
  
Nigel Jaquiss: You have a story that is 30 years old in which you are essentially trying to take 
on the most powerful man in the state. He won’t talk to you and the victim denies on the record 
that anything happened …. That’s pretty powerful. 
  
N: Let’s start with the story of our reporter. 
  
The year was 2004. Nigel Jaquiss was working at Willamette Week, a small alt-weekly 
newspaper stationed in Portland, Oregon, which then had a weekly circulation of 90,000. At the 
time, Jaquiss was one of only four news reporters who worked at the paper. It was dwarfed by 
The Oregonian, also Portland-based, which was and still is the biggest paper in Oregon. 
  
Jaquiss had previously worked for 11 years as an oil trader, and then in his mid 30s he decided 
to change careers. After leaving New York with a journalism degree, he took his first reporting 
job at Willamette Week in 1998. 
  
But in 2004, Jaquiss felt like he was in a rut. 
  
JAQUISS: I was thinking about leaving the paper that year, and in fact I had all but decided to 
leave. I had an egotistical concern that I was doing good work but the platform of an alt-weekly 
meant that it was not going to be recognized or have the impact that it should. 
  
N: That was before Goldschmidt. 
  
Neil Goldschmidt served as mayor of Portland from 1973 to 1979, and then he spent two years 
as the U.S. secretary of transportation before becoming governor of Oregon. He left the 
governor’s seat in 1991, deciding to work more behind the scenes as a private consultant for 
various corporations. 
 
JAQUISS: Many people who had worked for him in his various incarnations were, you know 
kind of running the state. 
 



N: That’s former and current politicians, judges, business people, you name it, who had gotten 
their positions through their associations with Goldschmidt. So he had a large sphere of 
influence. And that meant that as a reporter, Jaquiss ran into Goldschmidt’s influence quite 
often, even though he was no longer in the public eye. 
  
For a few years, Goldschmidt remained mostly out of the spotlight until two things happened.  
 
One, the investment company Texas Pacific Group was wanting to purchase Oregon’s largest 
utility Portland General Electric, and they hired Goldschmidt to make the deal happen. 
  
Two, then-Governor Ted Kulongski, a Goldschmidt protégé, appointed Goldschmidt to chair the 
Oregon Board of Higher Education. 
  
JAQUISS: So he had gone from being behind the scenes in 2004 to taking these very high 
profile assignments. So my editor said: “OK, he’s coming back to the public stage. Why don’t 
you go find three things he’s been working on prior to this that people ought to know about?” 
  
N: Jaquiss wasn’t really looking for records of impropriety, but rather any business dealings that 
went against his record as mayor or governor. Stuff he might not want people to know about. 
  
He was able to find two, but was looking for a third. So he called state Senator Vicki Walker. 
Walker who, though a Democrat like Goldschmidt, had been critical of him in the past. 
  
JAQUISS: There was kind of an unwritten rule in Oregon that no Democrat would ever cross 
Neil Goldschmidt because he was so influential. But she had. 
  
N: So Jaquiss went in expecting Walker could maybe give him a tip about a Goldschmidt 
dealing that conflicted with his past political record. 
  
JAQUISS: But I wasn’t at all looking for what she ended up telling me. 
  
She said “Look, I don’t know anything about his business dealings that you don’t already know, 
but I have heard that there was some kind of a scandal in his past involving a woman.” And I 
said, “Well, you know, he has long been known to be a womanizer. I’m not interested in that 
unless there’s some public interest aspect to it.” Then she said, “What I’ve heard was that it was 
actually a teenager, a babysitter or something.” 
  
JAQUISS: So I said, “Well, I’d be very interested in that, but I’m highly skeptical that it could be 
true.” Because he’s probably, you know, he’s the most prominent political figure in Oregon, has 
been for 30 years. He’s been covered more than anybody else in the state, and if it were true 
would have come out already. 
  



N: Jaquiss told her that if he was going to pursue this seriously, he would need a paper trail, 
some sort of public record that could establish whether there was anything to these claims. 
  
Walker did have something. A scrap of court records — a few pages of a document from 1994. 
  
JAQUISS: And I said “Well, you know, I’m really skeptical, but send it to me.” 
 
N: Walker faxed it over that same day and Jaquiss looked over it. Goldschmidt’s name wasn’t 
even on the document. The only name on it was of one woman who had been involved in a 
conservatorship agreement in 1994: Elizabeth Dunham. It seemed she had gotten a legal 
settlement for some unnamed personal injury. 
 
The document said that Dunham was incompetent to receive the settlement, and so a 
conservatorship had been set up for her. In other words, a guardian was appointed to manage 
her financial affairs. 
  
JAQUISS: It didn’t tell me really anything. But it did give me a name. 
  
N: Jaquiss brought his discovery to his editor, Mark Zussman. 
  
JAQUISS: I talked to my editor and he said “Look, drop everything else.” And my editor had 
covered Goldschmidt for 20 years earlier. He said, “I don’t think it’s true, but check it out and 
make sure it’s not true.” 
  
N: So Jaquiss did. He dropped everything and would spend the next three months doggedly 
pursuing whatever scraps of evidence he could find. He expected his investigation would 
probably show that these allegations weren’t true.  
  
JAQUISS: I realized it was an explosive accusation, because of his position and his prominence 
and his power. ‘Cause obviously he’s not gonna tell me anything, and nobody who’s connected 
to him or supportive of him is likely to tell me anything. 
  
N: But he had that name. Elizabeth Dunham. 
  
JAQUISS: So what I did was tried to think, OK, what can I do to find out about her without 
asking about him? 
  
N: Jaquiss filed records requests, bent on collecting any and all public records he could that had 
Dunham’s name on them. He needed to establish a biography, chronology of events and a list 
of people to talk to. 
  
He found a lot of legal documentation on Dunham. She seemed to have had an extensive legal 
history, and she had once spent five months in federal prison for drug distribution.  



 
He found out that she was now living in Las Vegas, and he also found where she’d grown up, 
and he went to her high school, got her yearbooks and found names of people he might talk to.  
 
The entire time he was following the case, Jaquiss said he could see that a reporter from a rival 
paper, the Portland Tribune, had already requested some of the documents. So not only was he 
trying to find crucial evidence, but he was concerned that the Portland Tribune or The 
Oregonian might beat him to the punch. 
  
Through this research, Jaquiss found that Dunham had lived very close to Goldschmidt in the 
1970s, when she was a child and he was the mayor of Portland. Like three- or four-doors-down 
close. 
  
N: Once Jaquiss had spent a few weeks gathering records, he thought he was ready to start 
asking questions. He found the two lawyers who had been involved in the original legal 
settlement Walker had sent him. They were both still practicing, and Jaquiss knew one of them, 
and had a professional connection with the other. 
 
This is when things start to get weird. 
  
Jaquiss decided to contact the lawyer he knew first, so he called him up on the phone and 
asked for more information on the case. 
  
JAQUISS: I didn’t know this guy very well but I’d dealt with him on a couple of stories and he 
said, “You know, if I were you I’d drop that, forget all about it.”  And I thought that was a very 
strange response. And he wouldn’t talk to me further.  
  
N: Jaquiss hung up the phone, realizing he made a mistake in not going to speak face-to-face. 
It’s much easier to brush people off over the phone. 
  
For the next source, he’d go in person. 
  
The second lawyer’s law firm was just a few blocks from the paper, and Jaquiss’ editor knew 
her, so Jaquiss and a colleague decide to just walk over to the law firm unannounced and ask to 
see her. They get in no problem.  
 
She lets the two sit down with her in the conference room. 
  
But once again, upon mention of the case, everything changed. 
  
JAQUISS: Her face turned bright red, she stood up, and she said, “This meeting’s over. I have 
to ask you to leave my office.”  
 



And again, incredibly strange reaction. And this woman was sort of, you know, her husband was 
a friend of the publisher of the paper. She was somebody that we knew. Just a really strange 
reaction. And it told us nothing. You know, the ultimate question we were trying to get the 
answer to was, “Yes, this happened.” But it was so strange — here are these two lawyers that 
you think would be, at a minimum, helpful off the record. Wouldn’t say a word. And so that was 
in a funny way, without confirming anything, very helpful to me. It made me think there’s 
something here. 
 
N: There was something else in the police records that didn’t prove (anything), but seemed to 
hint that there was something more to this story. It was in a police report that was the first and 
maybe the only legal document with both Dunham’s and Goldschmidt’s names on it.  
 
JAQUISS: The police reports that I had gotten, were very numerous. In one, she’d (Dunham) 
been arrested for a DUI and she told the officer who arrested her, in the narrative of the police 
report, “You know, you guys can’t touch me, my best friend’s Neil Goldschmidt.” And that was a 
very — again, didn’t prove anything — a very strange thing for somebody to say, I would have 
thought. And you know, she was 30 years younger than he was. He was, at the time she was 
arrested, no longer mayor or governor or anything. Why would she say that? Must have some 
relationship with him, more than picking a name out of a hat. 
 
N: The stack of documents Jaquiss had collected was enormous. It kind of got overwhelming 
after a while. He pored over them again and again, until he was so frustrated that he thought: I 
can’t read any more of this stuff.  But he says he remembered talking to a colleague about it who 
gave him a crucial piece of advice. Look at every  word.  
 
JAQUISS: It seems like sort of common sense advice, but sometimes after a while if you’re 
collecting stuff on a big story you may stop reading every word. And then I noticed that she had 
been in another county. (So) I’d gone out to the county adjacent to the county where most of her 
records were.  
 
She’d lost her driver’s license, she was in federal prison and she wanted to get her license back. 
I think it was another DUI case. So the judge said — I was reading the trial narrative — he said, 
“Why did you lose your license?” She said, “Well, I was in prison, I came out, something really 
bad happened to me….’ 
 
N: What was bad was actually an event unrelated to Goldschmidt. Goldschmidt had gotten her 
a job up in Seattle, and so Dunham was living in Seattle in 1988, when a man, Jeffrey 
Jacobsen, abducted her at knifepoint, took her back to her apartment, and raped her. 
 
JAQUISS: It was just a horrible, horrible crime that occurred to her and the guy was caught who 
abducted her and she gave testimony. And the defense lawyer in that rape trial tried to use her 
history against her as defense lawyers often do in rape trials.  
 



N: So she was testifying about her prior sexual history and she said that she had been 
traumatized by a relationship she had with a male family friend of hers who held a position of 
great power, and who was many years her senior.  
 
JAQUISS: So this trial testimony in this rape trial identified Goldschmidt in every way but name. 
I mean, it described him exactly, and it described this relationship that I thought had happened. 
And you know, chronology was right, the length of time was right, everything was right. And so 
I’m having all these pieces, that are pieces that I’m pulling out of public records, that really make 
me think this has happened. 
  
N: Apart from the lawyers, Jaquiss also wanted to talk to people who knew her personally, to 
see if he could find any more evidence of this possible relationship. He used addresses, 
directories, various public records to find these people — people she’d gone to high school with, 
been arrested with, lived with. 
 
JAQUISS: I’d say “Hey, do you know anything about her connection to Neil Goldschmidt?” and 
that was enough for some people. They’d say, “Oh yeah, she told me that they had this 
relationship and it started when she was young and went on for years.” And some people said, 
“You know this woman is absolutely insane. she crazy, she’s a drug addict, she’s mentally ill. 
You can’t believe a word she says.” And some people said, “You know, I think something 
happened to her, but I’m not sure what it was.” So I was getting a variety of answers, but I was 
getting certainly from a number of people who had been most close to her a strong sense that 
this had happened, but you know, only two people really knew. 
 
N: So he now had circumstantial information from documents and some confirmation from 
friends, but no concrete proof. He’d done about as much reporting as he could on this end. 
Jaquiss never got a legal document that said it outright, but he knew enough to know at this 
point that the legal settlement mentioned in the conservatorship document was from 
Goldschmidt.  
 
Given that, he assumed Dunham wouldn’t be able to talk on the record. But he still needed to 
talk to her. 
  
JAQUISS: My editor said, “Well look, you now know that she’s been traumatized by 
Goldschmidt if you’re right, she was raped by a stranger, held at knifepoint in Seattle. She’s 
been in and out of jail and prison. It’s obvious she’s had an extremely difficult life, and much of it 
was caused by men taking advantage of her. She may not be anxious to talk to you because 
you’re a man. So let’s have a woman call her.” 
  
N: And so Jaquiss’ female colleague, Ellen Fagg Weist, called her up, said she would be in 
town visiting her brother, who lived in Las Vegas, which was technically true. She told Dunham 
she was wondering if they could meet up and talk. Dunham was reluctant, but agreed to meet 
with Fagg Weist. It wasn’t mentioned that Jaquiss was coming. 



  
They arranged to meet in a bar in Las Vegas. Fagg Weist was already talking with her when 
Jaquiss walked in with his stack of documents.  
 
N: Now remember this next part, because it’ll come back later. When Jaquiss first sat down, he 
asked Dunham if he could record the interview. She didn’t mind, she said. She was going to 
record, too. 
 
JAQUISS: She pulled out this brand new recorder, and she struggled to turn it on. And I thought 
it was a little bit odd but I, you know, had no objection to her recording it.  
 
N: Jaquiss went through all of his documents one by one, telling her everything he knew, trying 
to convince her that he already knew the truth in the hopes she would admit to what happened. 
 
JAQUISS: You know, she said, “Look, I can’t talk to you, I don’t want you to think I’m going to 
tell you anything, I don’t know what you’re here for but I have nothing to say to you.” 
  
N: Dunham did say she knew Goldschmidt, Jaquiss said. She said she babysat his kids as a 
teenager, that her mother had worked for him, that he was a good family friend and mentor. She 
even brought along a book that Goldschmidt had once given her. She basically gave 
Goldschmidt a shining review, and she told Jaquiss that he was way off base. 
 
N: Here’s where something happens that Jaquiss regrets. About halfway through the interview, 
maybe 30 minutes, Dunham says she has to go to the bathroom. When she leaves, Fagg Weist 
asks Jaquiss what he’s thinking. 
 
JAQUISS: And I said, “I think she’s lying.” And I was nervous, and I said, you know, “I think 
she’s a fucking liar and not a fucking thing she’s said so far is true.” And my colleague was 
pointing at the table and I said, ‘What?” She said, “Her tape recorder’s on.” So she had recorded 
me, the victim recorded me, saying she was a fucking liar. And I said it like that and worse. And 
I’m like, damn . 
  
N: Dunham came back to the table and talked for a while longer. At the end of the interview, 
Dunham told Jaquiss he was way off track. She told him not to contact her again, or she’d call 
her lawyer. 
  
Jaquiss returned to Portland in low spirits after the recorder gaffe, and having gotten nowhere 
with Dunham. He told his editor that Dunham was going to deny on the record that anything 
happened. 
  
JAQUISS: He said, “What do you think?” I said “I think she’s lying,” He said, “Well, get up off the 
floor and go prove it.” 
 



N: Jaquiss had another avenue. There were some sources that Jaquiss had reason to believe 
weren’t very friendly to him or Willamette Week, but he thought he wasn’t going to get this story 
unless he could break through. So he went to see a couple of them. 
 
JAQUISS: One of the people was incredibly hostile to Willamette Week, for reasons unrelated 
to Goldschmidt. And he’s like, “Look, I’ll never go on the record. But you’re absolutely right. Let 
me help you with the chronology, maybe give you a couple names you probably don’t have.” 
 
N: It was kind of downhill at that point, he said. He continued to get people who told him, yes, 
this is true , and no, I’m not going on the record . 
 
Stories with legal liability are tricky for small papers. If Goldschmidt sued, it could sink a paper 
like Willamette Week, so they were potentially putting a lot on the line with this story.  
 
What Jaquiss did was back himself up by going to all of these sources that would only talk off 
the record and having them type up and sign an affidavit, a document written under oath that 
can be used as court evidence, that he would only use in the case of a lawsuit. He even got a 
couple people to say a small thing or two on the record. 
 
N: From the evidence they had collected, Jaquiss had enough to show that starting when he 
was mayor of Portland, Goldschmidt had sex with Dunham over a three year period, beginning 
when she had been 14. Although, it would later be found that the abuse started even earlier, 
when she was 13. 
 
Having collected every bit of evidence he could, there was one piece left. A big piece. 
 
JAQUISS: Then we say we’re convinced this story is true. We’ve got as much as we’re going to 
get. Let’s go to him. 
 
N: They needed to talk to Goldschmidt. But during this last step in the process, something 
happened that almost destroyed everything Jaquiss and his paper worked so hard for. 
 
Being an alt-Weekly, Willamette Week only publishes on Wednesdays. The paper went to 
Goldschmidt around 8 or 9 days before it planned to publish, Jaquiss said, because they didn’t 
want to give him an out that he was surprised or wasn’t given ample time to respond to a such a 
serious accusation. The paper also knew the impact it would likely have on his life, and it 
wanted to give him the opportunity to tell some family members before the story broke. 
 
Jaquiss called him a few times with no response, and couldn’t get in to see him at his office. So 
he wrote a brief letter summarizing the findings, and he emailed, faxed and sent a physical copy 
to Goldschmidt. 
 



JAQUISS: Still no response. So then we’re starting to get worried, and we start hearing things. 
Like he had told the governor that he needs to step down from the Board of Education ’cause 
he’s got a health issue. And we’re starting to kind of feel the motions around a big story 
breaking. Except we haven’t broken a story yet. 
 
N: Finally, one of Goldschmidt’s lawyers called in response to the letter saying they would meet 
with the paper. The lawyer said Goldschmidt himself wouldn’t be coming because of a health 
issue.  
 
At the meeting, Goldschmidt’s lawyer was present, but so was another lawyer. A lawyer 
representing Dunham. 
 
JAQUISS: And we’re like, holy shit, they’re telling us it happened. Why would these two lawyers 
be in the same room at the same time if it didn’t happen? And they said, “We’d like to negotiate 
with you.” 
 
N: They told him not to take anything from the fact that they were both there, that Goldschmidt 
was going to step down from all of his positions due to a health issue, and they’d like the paper 
not to publish anything.  
 
JAQUISS: We’re negotiating back and forth. We wanna talk to him and they’re saying “Well, 
you know, he’s not available. We’re asking you not to publish this story.” And they’re not saying 
it’s not true, they’re just asking us not to publish it. 
 
So we leave the meeting with it kind of being unresolved as to what’s going to happen, walk 
back to office not far away, And we started hearing things, like… we heard somehow from 
inside the Oregonian newsroom, the big daily in town, that Goldschmidt’s coming in for an 
interview, and we knew that could only be for one reason. 
 
N: Goldschmidt knew what was happening, and he was taking his story to another paper, to 
preempt Willamette Week and spin the story out in his favor. 
 
Jaquiss would later learn that Goldschmidt knew the details of the story long before Jaquiss 
contacted him. Remember that recording Dunham took when he interviewed her in Las Vegas? 
 
JAQUISS: She had told her lawyer that a reporter from Willamette Week had contacted her, 
and Goldschmidt’s people knew by that point that I was working on the story, even though I 
hadn’t shown my hand, I didn’t think. But you know it’s a small city and small state, they knew 
that I was working on the story. And so they gave her that tape recorder because they wanted to 
know what I knew. And so I had spooled out everything I knew to her, and how I knew it.  
 



What I later learned was they knew from that moment on that they were screwed, that this was 
going to come out and that there was no way to stop it. And so I spent many weeks after the 
Las Vegas meeting desperately trying to get this story, when in fact the game was already over. 
 
N: Willamette Week is madly scrambling trying to get Goldschmidt’s lawyer to give them the 
interview instead. But that’s not going to happen.  
 
To make matters worse, Willamette Week only publishes on Wednesdays, and Goldschmidt 
confessed to The Oregonian on May 6, a Thursday. The Oregonian could have the story on its 
front page the next day. 
 
JAQUISS: We quickly realize we’re going to see this huge scoop evaporate, you know months 
of work and a huge story is gonna evaporate, so we’re like, what are we going to do? So we 
decide to put a little bit of it online. And again, we hardly published anything online those days. 
We put the whole paper up every week after the paper was published, but we wouldn’t do 
breaking news on our website. 
 
N: Most papers didn’t back then — in 2004, newspapers were still heavily print first. But for 
Willamette Week, it was a necessity this time.  
 
JAQUISS: So we’re like ok, we better call TV and radio and tell them we’re breaking a big story 
on our website. I’d written several drafts of the story already, waiting for his (Goldschmidt’s) 
response. So the story was in pretty good shape, except we had no idea what he was going to 
say. And now it turned out he wasn’t going to say anything. He was just gonna fuck us. 
 
The story published in print in The Oregonian first, but Willamette Week broke the story first 
online. To protect her privacy, the story referenced Dunham by the name Susan. 
 
N: At first Willamette Week only put up a little bit of the story, but realizing that wasn’t going to 
cut it, they then put majority of the story up online. 
 
JAQUISS: You know, the town was just in a frenzy, and we hear from people, yeah, he’s gone 
in and he’s basically confessed to The Oregonian. And we don’t know what that means. 
 
They find out the next day. Jaquiss remembers The Oregonian publishing it on the front page. 
He remembers they framed the sexual abuse as an “affair” and credited Willamette Week’s work 
quite low in the story. 
 
Jaquiss: If you read the story, you’d think that Goldschmidt’s conscience was bothering him 
and he just decided out of the goodness of his heart that he needed to unburden himself, so he 
decided to go to the Oregonian. So they gave him a sympathetic hearing. 
 



N: Jaquiss said that The Oregonian used two non-investigative reporters to interview 
Goldschmidt. They handled him with kid gloves, he said. Didn’t ask him the hard questions. 
 
JAQUISS: So we had preserved our scoop, but, you know, it looked like they were gonna get a 
lot of the credit. And, you know, frankly it doesn’t speak very well of me, perhaps, but you don’t 
wanna do all that work and then see somebody else get the credit. But I was pretty depressed 
by the way things were turning out. But then I realized a couple of things. They really didn’t 
know the story.  
 
N: The Oregonian made one pretty big mistake that allowed Willamette Week to bounce back. 
The Oregonian let a private investigator named Robert Burtchaell write an op-ed. Through his 
research, Jaquiss had learned Burtchaell played a big part in helping hide Goldschmidt’s 
scandal. He had served as sort of an intermediary between Goldschmidt and Dunham. 
 
JAQUISS: What I knew and they obviously didn’t was that he had been the architect of the 
cover up, or they bag man I would say. That guy who had gotten her out of legal scrapes, and if 
she’d bounce a check or pay for something she didn’t have the money for, he would cover it. He 
was basically the one who would cover for her and keep her from going to the media. And they 
let him write an op-ed really criticizing our story, saying it shouldn’t have been done. 
 
N: It was titled "No one benefits from learning Goldschmidt's secret.”  
 
Here’s a quote from what Burtchaell wrote about Goldschmidt in the op-ed: "This is not a story 
about an adult man having sex with a young girl. It's really about a man redeeming himself...." 
 
N: Willamette Week was able to use this to their advantage. Jaquiss came in that weekend and 
basically rewrote the story, highlighting the cover-up and showing how The Oregonian was now 
complicit in it by publishing Goldschmidt’s account of events and allowing his supporters in their 
pages.  
 
JAQUISS: So it ended up working, it worked out OK. And then we were able to do a lot of 
follow-ups about what else people needed to know about him and who had known about this 
secret. 
 
N: The investigation had found a number of people had known about the abuse, including the 
then-governor of Oregon and a Nike executive. 
 
JAQUISS: Inevitably a lot of people who had known and a lot of them were people of 
prominence and power, and by keeping their mouths shut they kept that prominence and power. 
 
N: Jaquiss says that the whole time he was working on the story, the paper wrestled with why 
they were pursuing it. 
 



JAQUISS: The ethical dilemma in a sense was — and a lot of people are still not comfortable 
with the choice we made — a lot of people said, did you have to do this story? It’s 30 years old, 
the victim has been compensated, she does not want to talk to you. Who benefits from the 
publication of this story?” 
 
Goldschmidt has done so much for the city and for the state, he gave up his political career 
perhaps even his hopes of being on a White House ticket or presidential ticket someday. He’s 
paid his price, and she’s a very fragile, traumatized person…. Do you need to re-traumatize her 
and to disgrace him by writing this story? So that was the choice that we spent many many 
hours discussing: Who benefits?  
 
JAQUISS: We felt that ultimately he benefited from the continued silence and we would be as 
bad as the people around him who knew if we knew and didn’t write the story. 
  
N: The point the paper wanted to get across is that the law applies to everyone equally, not just 
people who don’t have the resources or the influence to get away with things. 
 
Elizabeth Dunham died in 2011, and it was then that Willamette Week finally revealed her 
name, which they had previously protected, and they published a story recounting how 
Goldschmidt’s abuse had affected her life. Jaquiss said that back when he was working on the 
story, he’d hoped that even though she hadn’t wanted to talk, maybe the story would help her 
somehow. 
  
JAQUISS: I talked to her many times after the story was published, and one of the things that I 
hoped was that the publication would bring her some kind of closure, and she would somehow 
feel better about her life if the story were published. 
  
And I don’t know the answer to that. I don’t know if she did feel better, because her life 
continued to be very difficult after the publication of the story. 
 
N: In the end, Willamette Week got their credit. And the effect was enormous. In the fallout, 
Goldschmidt fell into disgrace and he left the political sphere. And in 2005, Jaquiss got his 
Pulitzer, plus another milestone.  
 
His work was the first Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalism that was first published 
online. 
 
Back in 2004, Jaquiss had all but decided to leave Willamette Week because he didn’t think his 
work could make the impact or receive the recognition it deserved at such a small paper.  
 
Working on this story changed his mind. Today, Nigel Jaquiss is still a reporter at Willamette 
Week. 
 



N: To read Jaquiss’ Pulitzer-winning work, you can go on Willamette Week’s website, 
wweek.com, pulitzer.org, or the No Small Pulitzers website.  
 
I’m Kelsi Anderson. Thank you for listening to No Small Pulitzers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


